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About CCAA

Affordable & Sustainable Infrastructure for Western Australia – March 2025

Cement Concrete & Aggregates Australia is the voice of
the heavy construction materials industry in Australia.

CCAA membership supply around 90% Australia's cement, 
concrete & aggregates used to build infrastructure.

The industry generates approximately $15 Billion in annual 
revenues and employs approximately 30,000 Australians 
directly and a further 80,000 indirectly.
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Foundation Members
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Members
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Associate Members
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Infrastructure Australia
Market Capacity Report

Key Metrics

⎯ $213bn in Infrastructure over next 5 years

⎯ 1.2 million new homes by 2029 

⎯ Already 15,000 homes behind national housing target

⎯ Energy sector to quadruple
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Infrastructure Australia
Market Capacity Report

IA’s Chief Executive Adam Copp said:

⎯ “demand for building materials, skills, and labour is at a historic high”

⎯ “increasingly difficult to source key building materials and workers”

⎯ “limited access to local steel and cement, as well as localised shortages of 
quarry products is contributing to price uncertainty in the supply chain, 
leading to delays and cost overruns”

⎯ “acute quarry shortages loom in Melbourne, NSW’s
Mid North Coast and South East Queensland”
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Extractives are critical to affordability…
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Extractives are critical to affordability…
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WA needs a Heavy Construction Materials Plan
Why?

⎯ A long, slow, complex development approvals process 
across multiple government agencies

⎯ Encroachment of state significant quarry resources and key 
concrete batch plants by incompatible land uses.

⎯ Prescriptive standards and specifications acting as barriers 
to the increased use of innovative materials that will 
decarbonise the economy.

⎯ Port and road access bottlenecks that potentially limit 
clinker imports & high quality silica sand exports.

⎯ Natural sand reserves under pressure

⎯ Risk of travel distances growing…. Increasing costs, 
embedded carbon & requiring more trucks and drivers
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WA needs a Heavy Construction Materials Plan

Affordable & Sustainable Infrastructure for Western Australia – March 2025

What?

⎯ Establish a Quarry Approvals Coordinator to 
navigate joined up approvals and resolve 
approval roadblocks across State & Local 
Govt.

⎯ Regular supply & demand data collection and 
analysis to better plan for efficient and 
economical infrastructure project delivery.

⎯ Stronger planning protection for strategic 
extractive resources.

⎯ Protect key concrete batch plants and 
quarries from encroachment.

⎯ Fast track the introduction of the 
Recovered Materials Framework, including 
C&D, fly ash, lithium byproduct and 
incinerator bottom ash.

⎯ Remove barriers for lower carbon concrete 
by moving from prescriptive to 
performance-based specifications.

⎯ Enable a streamlined environmental and 
development approval process.

⎯ Support the introduction of lower carbon 
cement standards.
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Decarbonisation

Key Ingredients

⎯ Cement & Concrete Decarbonisation Pathways Report

⎯ Industry Decarbonisation Facilitation Plan

⎯ Govt. Sustainable Procurement Policies

⎯ Changes to Australian Standards and agency specifications
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Decarbonisation
Cement & Concrete Industry Decarbonisation Pathways Report

Affordable & Sustainable Infrastructure for Western Australia – March 2025

This independent report was released in 2021, following the Australian 
cement and concrete industry declaring its ambition to deliver net zero 
carbon cement & concrete by 2050.

The new report enables a better understanding of the technologies and practices 
necessary to decarbonise Australian cement and concrete, and identifies eight 
decarbonisation pathways and key future research requirements. 
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Decarbonisation

Affordable & Sustainable Infrastructure for Western Australia – March 2025

Industry Decarbonisation 
Facilitation Plan

⎯ Released in late 2024, to support 
delivery of the Pathways Report

⎯ Expands on the end-to-end value 
chain strategies needed by Pathway 
to decarbonise
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Decarbonisation

Government Sustainable Procurement Policies

⎯ Lifecycle carbon approach must be embedded in 
procurement policies

⎯ Recognition of need to change specifications

⎯ Metrics to recognise EPDs

Affordable & Sustainable Infrastructure for Western Australia – March 2025
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Decarbonisation

Changing Australian Standards and Concrete Specifications

⎯ Time to change is years….. Must prioritise this work NOW!

⎯ Many specs limit use of SCMs through testing regimes etc.

⎯ Cement Standard AS3972, significantly limits lower carbon 
cement options for Type GP, GL and alternative binders
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Key Messages

Collaboration is key to decarbonising the built environment and 
achieving our industry's climate ambition

⎯ WA must have a Heavy Construction Materials Plan

⎯ Sustainable Procurement Policies helps industry decarbonise

⎯ Must always measure lifecycle carbon

⎯ We must act now on Australian Standards & Specifications

Affordable & Sustainable Infrastructure for Western Australia – March 2025
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